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Methodology
This national survey was conducted by Latino Opinions between August 
11 & August 16, 2003 among 1,000 Hispanic adults.

All interviews were conducted by professional English and Spanish
speaking interviewers via telephone. Respondents were given the option 
of conducting the survey in English or Spanish, yielding 40% English 
interviews and 60% Spanish interviews. Interview selection was at random
within predetermined population units. These units were structured to
statistically correlate with the nation’s adult Hispanic population according 
to the 2000 U.S. Census.

The accuracy of this national survey of 1,000 Hispanic adults iswithin 
+/- 3.1% at a 95% confidence interval.
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In what language would you prefer to conduct 
this interview, in English or in Spanish?
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What is your national ancestry?
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Age
(Mean Age = 40.01 Years)
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Gender 
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How long have you lived in the United States?
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Key States
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Are you registered to vote?
(Comparison)
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Regardless of whether or not you are 
registered to vote, with which political party 

do you most closely identify?
(Comparison)
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Political Opinions of 
Latinos in the U.S. 

Today
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Opinion of “George W. Bush”
(Comparison)
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Opinion of “George W. Bush”
(by Registration Status)
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Pres. Ballot: George W. Bush vs. Generic Democrat
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Pres. Ballot: George W. Bush vs. John Kerry
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Pres. Ballot: George W. Bush vs. Howard Dean
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Pres. Ballot: George W. Bush vs. Hillary Clinton
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Job Approval of “Republicans in Congress”
(Comparison)
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Job Approval of “Republicans in Congress”
(by Registration Status)
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Job Approval of “Republicans in Congress”
(by Interview Language)
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Job Approval of “Democrats in Congress”
(Comparison)
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Job Approval of “Democrats in Congress”
(by Registration Status)
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Job Approval of “Democrats in Congress”
(by Interview Language)
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If the election for U.S. Congress were held 
today, for whom would you be more likely to 

vote, the Republican candidate or the 
Democrat candidate?
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If the election for U.S. Congress were held 
today, for whom would you be more likely to 

vote, the Republican candidate or the 
Democrat candidate?

(Comparison – Registered Voters Only)
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Political Ideology
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Political Ideology
(Comparison)
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What do you think is the best strategy to begin 
growing the economy again and increase the jobs 

available to average Americans?
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All state governments require all health insurance plans to cover a wide range of 
specific medical procedures, which increases the cost of insurance. Which of the 
following comes closest to your own personal opinion: Even though it increases 

insurance costs, governments should continue to require that certain procedures are 
covered in all health insurance policies OR Governments should allow insurance 
companies to provide less expensive basic health insurance plans that only cover 

emergency care, hospitalization and and doctor visits.
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If the 2004 primary election for the Democrat presidential nominee 
were held today and the candidates were John Kerry, Joe Lieberman, 
Dick Gephardt, Howard Dean, John Edwards, Bob Graham, Dennis 

Kucinich, Carol Moseley-Braun and Al Sharpton, for whom would you 
vote? 

(Non-Republicans Only)
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Do you support the recall of California 
Governor Gray Davis?

(Asked in California Only)
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If the 2004 election for U.S. Senate were held today 
and the candidates were U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer, 

the Democrat, and Former U.S. Treasurer Rosario 
Marin, the Republican, for whom would you vote?

(Asked in California Only)
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Now that Arnold Schwarzenegger is running for Governor of 
California, would you definitely vote for him, probably vote for him, 
lean toward voting for him, probably not vote for him, or definitely 

not vote for him?  If you’ re undecided, just say so.
(Asked in California Only)
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Now that Arnold Schwarzenegger is running 
for Governor of California…

(by Registration Status)
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If the election for California Governor were held 
today and the candidates were Cruz Bustamante, the 

Democrat, and Arnold Schwarzenegger, the 
Republican, for whom would you vote?

(Asked in California Only)
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Latinos Are Concerned 
About the Economy but 
Extremely Optimistic 

About the Future



The Latino Coalition National Survey of Hispanic Adults
August 2003

38

What is the most important issue facing you and 
your family in the United States today?

30

6 57

12

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Jobs/ Economy Education Immigration Healthcare Language/
Assimilation



The Latino Coalition National Survey of Hispanic Adults
August 2003

39

Thinking about the 2004 election for president, 
which issue is more important to you in deciding 

your vote?
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Looking ahead one year from now, do you expect 
the economy to be better, about the same or 

worse than it is now?
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Do you feel confident that the quality of life for 
your children will be better than it has for you, 

about the same or worse?
(Comparison: 2002 vs. 2003)
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Healthcare Emerges as a 
Critical Issue as the 

Uninsured Continue to 
Rise
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Regarding your health insurance coverage, which 
comes closest to describing your own personal 

situation? 
(Comparison)
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Where do you go most often for healthcare 
services?
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Where do you go most often for healthcare 
services? 

(Comparison – Uninsured Only)
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Which is the most important healthcare issue 
facing Latinos in America today?
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Which has been the biggest healthcare 
problem for you and your family?
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All state governments require all health insurance plans to cover a wide range of 
specific medical procedures, which increases the cost of insurance. Which of the 
following comes closest to your own personal opinion: Even though it increases 

insurance costs, governments should continue to require that certain procedures are 
covered in all health insurance policies OR Governments should allow insurance 
companies to provide less expensive basic health insurance plans that only cover 

emergency care, hospitalization and and doctor visits.
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Would you be more or less likely to support a 
Congressional candidate that supports giving 
working families $3,000 in tax benefits to buy 

private health insurance?
(Comparison)
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Would you be more or less likely to support a 
Congressional candidate that supports giving 
working families $3,000 in tax benefits to buy 

private health insurance?
(by Party)
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From your experience, or what you have read or 
heard, is the Medicaid program run well or do you 

think it needs to be reformed?
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Federal and state governments pay for prescription medicines for the very 
poor through Medicaid.  Now, some people have proposed saving money by 

limiting which prescription medicines Medicaid will pay for.  In your 
opinion, should the government try to save money by limiting the

prescription drugs they will pay for OR should the government pay for any 

prescription drugs the doctor orders for low-income patients?
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In your opinion, should the government try to save money by 
limiting the prescription drugs they will pay for, or should 
the government pay for any prescription drugs the doctor 

orders for low-income patients? 
(Comparison)
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From your experience, or what you have heard or 
read, is the Medicare program run well, or do you 

think it needs to be reformed?
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Latino Opinions about 
Education
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Now thinking about education, how would your rate 
the quality of education in your local public schools?  

Would you say they are…
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Now thinking about education, how would your rate 
the quality of education in your local public schools?  

Would you say they are…
(Comparison)
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Which of the following is the biggest problem facing 
public education today?

(Comparison)
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Do you support or oppose allowing low-income 
parents to use taxpayer funded vouchers to place 

their kids in private or church-run schools? 
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Now thinking about government-run affirmative action 
programs, should these programs be based solely on race or 
should more emphasis be placed on income levels as the best 

way to focus on those most in need?
(by Income)
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Reforming Immigration 
is Very Important to 

Latinos
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Now thinking about the issue of immigration, how important 
is it to you that America’s immigration laws be reformed in 
order to reduce illegal immigration by promoting a system 
which increases the legal flow of workers into this country?
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Do you approve or disapprove of President Bush©s 
handling of the immigration issue?
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Which of the following statements comes closest to your personal opinion? 
Allowing undocumented workers to use an official ID issued by a foreign 

government, better known as "Matricula Consular," will help these workers 
and their families mainstream into American society OR Allowing 

undocumented workers to use an official ID issued by a foreign government, 
known as “Matricula Consular,” could be a serious security risk for our 

country.
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Should the Federal Government normalize the status 
of illegal immigrant workers in this country who 

have a clean criminal record? 
(Total, National Ancestry)
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Other Issues Important to 
Latinos
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Can you think of any specific instances over the past 
year in which you personally felt you were being 

discriminated against because of your racial or ethnic 
background?

(Comparison)
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Now thinking about the Hispanic community, which of the following 
statements comes closest to your own personal opinion? The Hispanic 
community should become more a part of American society, even if it 

means losing some of its own cultural identity OR The Hispanic 
community should keep its own culture even if it means staying 

somewhat separate from the rest of the American society.
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What do you consider to be the greatest 
barrier that keeps Latinos from succeeding in 

the United States?
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What do you consider to be the greatest 
barrier that keeps Latinos from succeeding in 

the United States?
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Which Latino public figure, living today in 
the U.S., do you most admire?
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Conclusions

� The Latino vote continues to be extremely competitive.  Both parties would 
benefit by registering new voters. The number of Latinos identifying 
themselves as “Democrats” continues to slide, but Republicans have not 
been able to capitalize on this trend.

� Jobs and the economy are the key issue for Latinos, but they remain very 
optimistic about the future and favor tax cuts.

� The number of Latinos without health insurance continues to rise, citing 
“cost” as the primary reason.  Addressing this issue should be a top priority 
for both parties.

� Latinos uniformly support reforming our immigration laws to assist the 
acquisition of legal status.  This support cuts across national ancestry lines 
and suggests that immigration is a symbolic issue for Latinos.

� Need is the reason for gov©t assistance - affirmative action, Medicaid.
� “Language” was cited for the second year in a row as the “greatest barrier”

to Latinos succeeding in the U.S.  Both political parties have yet to make 
this a policy issue. 
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